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IS^OSTOEVSKY   INFORMED   HIS   READERS,   IN   THE   ISSUE   OF
llx A Writer's Diary for December, 1877, that he had de-
cided to suspend his publication for some time in order to
devote himself to "a work of literature that I have imper-
ceptibly and involuntarily conceived in the course of the last
two years." The new book was to be, like The Adolescent,
a fragment of the vast cycle entitled The Life of a Great
Sinner, and would deal with the existence of God, "the
problem that has consciously and unconsciously tormented
me all my life."
Dostoevsky knew that his literary work was still incom-
plete. It was high time for him to come forward with an
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